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FACTS  ABOUT  LOUP  CITY  FARMSTEADS 


Loup  City,  Nebraska 


Official  Name: 


vocation : 


Number  of  Units 


History  of  Project 


Loup  City  Farmsteads 

In  Sherman  County,  central  Nebraska,  about  4  miles  northwest  of 
Loup  City. 

10  dwellings,  each  with  combination  garage  and  barn, 
poultry  house  and  vegetable  cave. 

The  Loup  City  Farmsteads  was  initiated  by  the  Federal 
Emergency  Relief  Administration  in  December  1934  through 
the  Nebraska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  which  on 
October  1,  1935  transferred  the  management  of  the  pro- 
ject's assets  to  the  Resettlement  Administration. 


Purpose  of  the  Project 


This  pro.jent,  is  an  agricultural  community  type  which  pro- 
vides farmstead  homes  for  10  families  who  were  selected 
from  the  relief  rolls  of  Sherman  County.  Through  inten- 
sive cultivation  of  their  land,  supplemented  by  income 
from  cooperative  agricultural  activities,  these  families 
are  seeking  to  become  self-sustaining, 


Project  Description: 


House  Description: 


The  Loup  City  Farmsteads  project  was  built  on  a  332  acre 
tract   of   land   with   individual   units   averaging   4  acres 

each  and  with  a  292  acre  cooperative  farm.  On  the  in- 
dividual units,  potatoes,  tomatoes  and  onions  will  be 
raised  and  each  family  will  keep  2  cows,  100  hens  and  300 
chicks.  217  acres  of  the  cooperative  tract  will  be  culti- 
vated in  corn,  sorghum,  barley  and  alfalfa  and.  75  will  be 
in  pasture.  Individual  wells  equipped  with  hand  pumps 
will  furnish  water  for  domestic  use  and  a  community  irri- 
gation system  has  been  provided.  A  sanitary  outside 
toilet  has  been  constructed  on  each  unit.  All  the  houses 
have  been  wired  for  electricity  but  power  lines  have  not 
yet   been  installed. 

The  houses  on  the  Loup  City  Farmsteads  are  of  frame 
4  room,  one  story  construction.  Each  house  contains 
2  bedrooms,  kitchen,  living  room  and  screened  in  back 
porch.  There  are  no  cellars  and  coal  stoves  provide 
heating  facilities. 
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The  Homesteaders:  Families  selected  for  occupancy  on  this  project  all  have 

I  low-income,   agricultural  backgrounds.     They  are  part  of 

that  group  in  rural  areas  which  was  caught  in  the 
great  economic  depression  and  in  practically  every  in- 
stance were  farm  laborers  or  tenants.  Some  of  the  men 
on  the  farmstead  have  specialized  in  poultry  raising, 
truck  gardening  or  like  occupations  and  have  been  of  great 
assistance  in  moulding  general  farmstead  activities. 
In  many  instances  farmsteaders  were  removed  from  sub- 
marginal  areas  where  the  Land  Utilization  Division  had 
established  projects.  All  homesteaders  have  definite 
farm  backgrounds . 


